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Keith Klein, Manager, DOE-Richland Operations Office

The Carlsbad Field Office (CBFO) completed its annual evaluation of the Hanford
Site's transuranic (TRU) waste program during audit (A-02-23) that took place
June 24-28, 2002. In addition, surveillance S-03-14 was conducted on April 29,
2003 to evaluate the adequacy and implementation for Hanford’s use of the
gastight seal method for sampling headspace gas in pipe overpack components
(POCs) at the WRAP facility. The technical and QA programs were found to be in
continued compliance with the “Waste Analysis Plan” (WAP) of the WIPP
Hazardous Waste Facility Permit (HWFP), the Quality Assurance Program
Document (QAPD), the Contact-Handled Transuranic Waste Acceptance Criteria
for the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant, the TRUPACT-II Authorized Methods for
Payload Control (TRAMPAC), and other CBFO requirements.

Based on Audit A-02-23 the CBFO is continuing the Hanford authority for
certification, characterization, and transportation of contact-handled debris waste.
Additionally Hanford’s certification authority includes visual examination technique
and nondestructive assay for debris and homogeneous solids. Based on
Surveillance S-03-14, the CBFO is granting Hanford authority to ship debris waste
sampled using the gastight seal in POCs. The NMED will review the process
during Audit A-03-14 that is scheduled for June 16-20, 2003. Hanford may not
ship homogeneous solids to the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant until such time that
they receive certification for solid sampling and analysis.

TRU waste characterization, certification, or transportation using significantly
revised or new processes, systems, or procedures must be evaluated by the
CBFO prior to their implementation. See the attachments to this memorandum for
complete lists of currently certified processes, procedures, documents, and
systems at the Hanford Site.
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